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My involvement

Involved in 
Erasmus 

activities since 
the EC Erasmus 

mobility 
scheme opened 
up for Estonia 

in 1999. 

As an Erasmus 
coordinator of 

the Department 
of Information 

Studies of 
Tallinn 

University. 

Established 
Erasmus 

agreements 
with more than 
20 universities 

in Europe. 

Participation in 
38 projects



Project coordination

1998-2001: Development of an Open 
University Infrastructure in Estonia, 
TEMPUS JEP (Contract No: UM_13188-
98), project coordinator. 

2021-2023: Developing and Implementing 
Technology-Enhanced Teaching and 
Learning at Georgian HEIs/DITECH. 
Erasmus+, project coordinator 



My involvement

Erasmus+

Capacity 
Building in 

Higher 
Education

Cooperation 
Partnerships in 

Higher 
Education

Erasmus 
Mundus



Recent projects
2022-2025: LEARN & EXCHANGE: Upskilling the Information Professionals of 
the Future: Novel Digital Transformation MOOCs (Erasmus+), Ankara University.

2021-2024: HYBOT: Enhancing Hybrid Teaching in Higher Education 
Through Chatbots (Erasmus+), Fachhochschule des Mittelstandes (Fhm) Gmbh
- University of Applied Science.

2021-2024: DITECH: Developing and Implementing Technology-Enhanced 
Teaching and Learning at Georgian HEIs, (Erasmus+), Tallinn University.

2020-2023: Teach4Edu4: Accelerating the Transition Towards Edu 4.0 in 
HEIs (Erasmus+), University of Zagreb.

2019-2022: MIL: Medical Information Literacy, (Erasmus+), Riga Stradiņš
University.





Professional Development Training Workshop of Faculty Members of the DITECH 
project “Developing and Implementing Technology-Enhanced Teaching and Learning 

at Georgian HEIs". Tallinn, Tallinn University, May 22-28, 2022 
https://www.ditech-erasmus.eu



Professional Development Training Workshop of Faculty Members of the DITECH 
project “Developing and Implementing Technology-Enhanced Teaching and Learning 

at Georgian HEIs". Tallinn, Tallinn University, May 22-28, 2022 
https://www.ditech-erasmus.eu



2nd transnational partner meeting and training seminar in the framework of the 
Erasmus+ project "Enhancing Hybrid Teaching in Higher Education Through 

Chatbots (HYBOT)", June 30th-July 2nd, 2022
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iTSELF: Re-designing and Co-creating 
Innovative Cultural Heritage Services 

Through Libraries (Erasmus+).

ASSET: Assessment Tools for New Learning 
Environments in Higher Education 

Institutions (Erasmus+). 

CURE: Curriculum Reform for Promoting 
Democratic Principles and Civic Education in 

Israel and in Georgia. (ERASMUS+).

HOME: Higher Education Online: MOOCs the 
European Way (Erasmus+) .

NetCU: Networked Curricula - Fostering 
Transnational Partnership in Open And 

Distance Education and Blended Learning 
(Erasmus+).



Erasmus Mundus Joint MA Digital Library Learning 
(DILL) (2007-2020)

Partners:
- Oslo and Akershus 

University College of 
Applied Sciences

- Tallinn University
- Parma University

First semester: Oslo  
• Research Methods & Theory of Science (15 ECTS)
• Digital Documents (15 ECTS)
Second semester: Tallinn
• Information & Knowledge Management (15 ECTS)
• Human Resource Management (15 ECTS)
Third semester: Parma 
• Access to Digital Libraries (15 ECTS)
• Users and Usage of Digital Libraries (15 ECTS)
Fourth semester: 
• Students can choose to write their Master Thesis at 

either of the 3 partner institutions, depending on the 
subject of the thesis and the location of the student’s 
main supervisor.

Applications:
2007:  101 
2008:  204 
2009:  247
2010:  280
2011:  320

34 Master Thesis defended at 
Tallinn University



• 137 students 59 countries
• 78 Female, 59 male 
• Age: 22<56 



59 Countries Represented
Australia                 
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh (6) 
Bhutan
Bosnia &  
Herzegovina (2)
Botswana (2) 
Brazil
Bulgaria 
Canada (2)
Cape Verde
China (3)
Croatia
Colombia (2)
Cuba (2)
Denmark 

Egypt 
Estonia
Ethiopia (8)
Germany (2)
Ghana (4)
Greece (3)
Hungary (2) 
India (5) 
Indonesia (3) 
Iran (4)
Ireland
Italy (10) 
Kenya (2)
Kosovo 
Kyrgyzstan 

Laos
Lithuania
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Moldovo
Nepal (10)
Netherlands 
Nigeria (4) 
Norway
Pakistan (2)
Philippines (5)
Poland (2)
Romania
Russia 

Serbia (2)
Sierra Leone
South Africa
Spain (2)
Syria
Zimbabwe
Taiwan (2)
Tanzania
Thailand (3)
Turkey 
Uganda (4)
USA (3)
Uzbekistan
Venezuela (2)
Vietnam (5)



Multiple perspectives and representations of 
content 



New projects applied
3 Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE) - help 
HEIs from partner countries develop, modernise & share 
new curricula, teaching methods or materials. They also 
help boost quality assurance and governance of HEIs. 

6 Cooperation Partnerships in Higher Education

1 Creative Europe





Why I participate in Erasmus+?
Provides an opportunity to be involved in innovative initiatives in higher 
education (MOOCs, ODB, LA, chatbots, telepresence robots, etc)

Enables to develop new curricula & modules  between partnership 
members from different countries, disciplines and sectors (DILL).

Support organisations from different disciplines to collaborate and 
implement innovative practices leading to high quality teaching, 
training and learning.

Offers personal and professional development opportunities. 

Enables to gain international and intercultural competencies as well as 
cultural awareness.



Why I participate in Erasmus+?
Supports the modernization of HE through cooperation between 
institutions. 

Helps to improve the quality of higher education.

Helps to support collaborative research activities and publications.

Enable to teach at many universities and gain different perspectives. 

Enables to establish new contacts and build a wide professional network. 



Conclusion
• One important outcome of the Erasmus programme has been 

that the department has changed internationally very visible. 
• It has helped to develop many professional contacts and 

develop other European joint research and development 
projects together. 

• It has widened knowledge in many professional fields and 
about modern teaching and learning methods in partner 
institutions, and supported the development of intercultural 
competencies. 

• In addition, many good friends have been acquired in this 
process. Thus, Erasmus activities have been very beneficial 
both professionally and personally.



Thank You for Your Attention!

Contact: E-mail: 
sirje.virkus@tlu.ee


