
Higher Education Quality 
Assurance in Ukraine under 

Martial Law



NAQA is the only accreditation agency in Ukraine responsible for higher 

education quality assurance and academic integrity issues.

Legislatively established in 2014 and officially launched in January 2019.

NAQA is a network of about 5000 people: 21 NAQA members, 

63 Secretariat employees, 350 sectoral expert councils, 4000+ accreditation 

experts, trainers who are located across the whole Ukraine including 

Bucha, Irpin, Hostomel, Kharkiv, Kherson, Melitopol, Berdyansk, and other 

cities.

General overview



According to the Law of Ukraine “On Higher Education”:

• Quality of higher education is the compliance of the conditions of educational activities

and learning outcomes with the requirements of legislation and standards of higher

education, professional and/or international standards (if any), as well as the needs of

stakeholders and society, which is ensured through the implementation of internal and

external quality assurance procedures.

• Accreditation of a study programme is an assessment of a study programme and/or

educational activities of a higher education institution under this programme to ensure

and improve the quality of higher education.

Core definitions



Ukrainian higher education faces new reality:

• Daily alarms, bombing, missile attacks and strikes in the most

regions of Ukraine.

• Within twenty months 3428 educational institutions are damaged

and 365 are totally destroyed.

• Teaching and studying in bomb shelters.

• Hundreds of thousands of teachers and students are forced to

relocate to the Western regions of Ukraine and abroad.

• Abductions, tortures and murders of Ukrainian researchers,

educators and students by rushists.

• More then 30 replaced universities.

February 24, 2022

– new unprecedented challenges due to russian war aggression



Ukrainian HEIs during the wartime



NAQA activity in wartime

Accreditation of study 
programs (junior bachelor, 
bachelor, master, PhD)

Administration of awarding 
PhD Degree

Stakeholders engagement

Other activities (Annual Report, 
development of education policy 
regulations, agreeing HE 
standards, IT system improvement 
etc.)

Competitive selections for SEC 

(sectoral expert councils) on a 

regular basis

Engagement of international 

experts to the process of 

accreditation 

Decisions regarding violations 

of academic integrity in the 
doctoral dissertation.

International cooperation



Higher Education in Ukraine in Figures

state-funded 

439

municipal 49

private 248

Number of HEIs

736 HEIs in total



• Regulation on Study Programme Accreditation

• 10 criteria aligned to ESG-2015

• 4 grades (A,B,E,F)

• Accreditation process in brief: Self-Assessment – Expert Panel site-visit 

and report – Verification by Sectoral expert councils – Validation by 

NAQA

• Remote accreditation procedure during Covid19 and wartime

• Expert panel - three experts including student expert

• Sectoral expert councils includes employer and student representatives

• NAQA includes 2 students and 3 employers representatives

Accreditation of Study Programmes



On March 16, 2022 The Cabinet of Ministers issued a Resolution:

Certificates that were valid on February 24, 2022 last until 

July 1 of the year following the year of termination or abolition of 

martial law in Ukraine

NAQA is empowered to hold accreditations remotely

NAQA is empowered to grant conditional (one year) 

accreditation without or with partial conducting of 

accreditation expertise free of charge
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NAQA approved 2052 decisions 

January 1 – November 1, 2023

1093

959

decisions on conditional 

(delayed) accreditation

decisions according 

to the full procedure



Among accreditation decisions:

Accredited (890) Denials (4)

Exemplary (16) Re-examination (7)

Conditional - full procedure (109) Сonditional (delayed)

accreditation - short procedure (959)



On May 02, 2023, The Law of Ukraine, “On Amendments to Certain

Laws of Ukraine on Higher Education Quality Assurance” was adopted,

which:

Established the Appeals Chamber

Established post-accreditation monitoring

Improved the system of institutional accreditation

Clarified the status and requirements for NAQA members

Developed and implemented the concept of “regulated specialities”,

approved the list of them
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NAQA Membership



MoU signed across Europe

Hcéres

and CTI

UKÄ

HAKA

KEN and 

PKA

ARACIS

QAA

FIBAA 

and ZeVA

MAB

AIC

ASHE

SQAA

– in 2023



EVENTS EXTERNAL QA & 

CONSULTANCY

QA support to HEIs during the wartime

COMMUNICATION

POLICIES & DOCUMENTS 

DEVELOPMENT

INITIATING LEGISLATIVE 

CHANGES



FACEBOOK.COM/NAZYAVO

INTERNATIONAL@NAQA.GOV.UA

THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

IHTTPS://EN.NAQA.GOV.UA/


