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Agenda

• Welcome - today's goals and non-goals

• EU funding programmes

• EU Regional and cohesion policy

• European Structural and Investments Funds [ESIF]

• European Territorial Co-operation

• Interreg for Ukraine

All webinar materials are available at: 
https://www.harno.ee/asutus-uudised-ja-kontakt/rahvusvaheline-koostoo/rahvusvaheline-koostoo-ja-

haridusturundus#tee-tipptasemele-to
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The EU long-term 
budget 2021-2027

Total €2,018 trillion

- Multiannual Financial Framework
(€1,211 trillion)

- NextGenerationEU (€806,9 billion)

Single Market, Innovation and Digital (149,5+11,5NGEU) Cohesion, Resilience and Values (426,7 + 776,5 NGEU)

Natural Resources and Environment (401 + 18,9NGEU) Migration and Border Management (25,7 )

Security and Defence (14,9) Neighbourhood and the World (110,6)

European Public Administration (82,5)
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EU Regional and cohesion policy
• Cohesion policy covers every Region in the EU. 

However, most of the funds are concentrated on less 
developed European Countries and Regions (gross 
national income per capita is less than 90% of the 
EU average) in order to help them to reduce the 
economic, social and territorial disparities.

• Cohesion Policy helps to ensure there are no gaps 
between countries and between different areas and 
regions in the same country.

• The EU Cohesion Policy defines the following 
categories of regions:

• Less developed regions, which have a GDP per 
inhabitant that is less than 75% of the EU average;

• Transition regions, which have a GDP per inhabitant 
that is between 75% and 100% of the EU average; 

• More developed regions which have a GDP per 
inhabitant that is above 100% of the EU average

Figure: https://www.eib.org/en/projects/topics/regional-development/index



EU Regional and cohesion policy: 5 objectives

E U  c o h e s i o n  p o l i c y  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s

1. a more competitive and smarter Europe; 
2. a greener, low-carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy;
3. a more connected Europe by enhancing mobility;
4. a more social and inclusive Europe;
5. Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of 

all types of territories.
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EU Regional and cohesion policy. Implementation

The Policy is implemented by national and regional bodies in partnership with the European Commission, through a process of 
consultation:
• each Member State produces a draft Partnership Agreement, which outlines the country’s strategy and priorities and 

proposes a list of multi-annual programmes. 
• In addition to this, Member States also present draft Operational Programmes [OPs], detailed plans for the implementation 

of concrete actions based on the Partnership Agreement, which cover entire Member States and/or regions;
• the Commission negotiates and approves the final content of the Partnership Agreement, as well as each Programme

proposed and allocates resources;
• for each Operational Programme, a managing authority is appointed, i.e. a national, regional or local public authority or 

public/private body that manages the Programme, implements it by selecting, monitoring and evaluating projects and finally 
controls and assesses it.

• Beneficiaries of the funding can be public bodies, some private sector organisations [especially small businesses], 
universities, associations, NGOs and voluntary organisations.
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Estonian example:

• 2021–2027 European Union Cohesion and Internal Security Policy Funds Implementation Act: 
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/530062022001/consolide

• For the period 2021-2027, 3.37 billion euros of EU cohesion policy subsidies will be allocated to Estonia. In addition, Estonia receives 
support from recovery and resilience funding and rapid crisis aid from the REACT-EU fund - a total of approximately 1.1 billion euros across 
the two funds.

• The distribution of grants from the European Union's structural funds is organized by the following institutions:
• The Ministry of Finance organizes the distribution of structural funds on the basis of operational programs, is responsible for creating 

and updating the necessary legal framework, requests structural funds from the European Commission and conducts audits specified
in the legislation of the European Union.

• The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications leads the implementation of the implementation plan for the development of 
the economic environment and fulfills the tasks of both the lead ministry and the implementing agency for structural support.

• The Ministry of Climate is the lead ministry of the implementing program for the development of the living environment and performs 
the tasks of the implementing agency.

• The Ministry of Education and Research is the lead ministry in the implementation of the implementation plan for human resource 
development, and the ministry also performs the tasks of the implementing agency.

• The implementing agencies for the priority areas of structural funds are the Ministry of Social Affairs and the Ministry of the Interior.
• The State Shared Service Center (official abbreviation SSSC) is a government agency under the administration of the Ministry of 

Finance. SSSC provides various support services to the central government agencies that have entered into an agreement on the
provision of support services and performs the function of the managing and paying authority for the European Union structural funds 
and cross-border programs

https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/530062022001/consolide
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Estonian example

Estonia has been using structural subsidies since joining the European Union in 2004.

• Support from the ERF was 3.64 billion Estonian kroons (233m€) in 2004-2006, and in the budget 
period 2007-2013 the support amount was 1.86 billion euros.

• Support from the ESF was 1.08 billion Estonian kroons (69m€) in 2004–2006. In the budget period 
2007–2013, the amount of support was 390 million euros.

• 2007–2013, the Cohesion Fund's subsidy amount to Estonia was 1.15 billion euros.
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European Structural and Investments Funds (ESIF)

A common provisions regulation is established to govern 8 EU funds - the European Structural and Investments 
Funds (ESIF), whose delivery is shared with Member States and regions. Together, they represent a third of the EU 
budget:
1) European Regional Development Fund (ERDF);
2) Cohesion Fund (CF)
3) European Social Fund Plus (ESF+)
4) Just Transition Fund (JTF)
5) European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF)
6) Asylum and Migration Fund (AMIF)
7) Internal Security Fund (ISF)
8) Border Management and Visa Instrument (BMVI)

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/funding-management-mode_en
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European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058

In the period 2021-2027, the cohesion policy has five policy objectives (POs) for the ERDF, ESF+ and the 
Cohesion Fund:
• A smarter Europe – innovative and smart economic transformation (PO1);
• A greener, low-carbon Europe (PO2);
• A more connected Europe – mobility and regional ICT connectivity (PO3);
• A more social Europe – implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights (PO4);
• A Europe closer to citizens – sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal 

areas through local initiatives (PO5).
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European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)

• Each region and Member State has to direct at least 30% of their ERDF allocation to PO2, 
that is, a greener, low-carbon transition towards a net-zero carbon economy and a 
resilient Europe. 

• Each region and Member State has to concentrate spending on PO1, that is, a more 
competitive and smarter Europe. The funding must be distributed as follows:

- Less developed regions or Member States have to dedicate at least 25% to PO1.
- Transition regions or Member States have to dedicate at least 40% to PO1;
- More developed regions or Member States have to dedicate at least 85% of their 
allocation to PO1 and PO2.

• The ERDF also supports sustainable urban development. In the 2021-2027 period, at 
least 8% of the ERDF resources (at national level) will be earmarked for sustainable 
urban development and the creation of the European Urban Initiative, which allows urban 
areas to experiment with innovative solutions for urban challenges.
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European Regional Development Fund (ERDF): Budget and financial rules

- During the 2021-2027 programming period, the EU allocated over EUR 392 billion to the cohesion policy. 

- Around EUR 226 billion was allocated to the ERDF. This included EUR 9 billion for European territorial 
cooperation and EUR 1.9 billion of special allocations for outermost and sparsely populated regions.

- Less-developed regions will benefit from co-financing rates of up to 85% of the cost of the projects. Co-
financing rates for transition regions and for more-developed regions will be up to 60% and 50% 
respectively.

- The cohesion policy has a list of activities that are not to be funded by the ERDF. It includes the 
decommissioning or construction of nuclear power stations, airport infrastructure (except in the 
outermost regions), some waste management operations (e.g. landfill) and support for the tobacco 
industry.
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Cohesion Fund
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058

• The Cohesion Fund provides support to Member States with a gross national income (GNI) per capita below 
90% EU-27 average to strengthen the economic, social and territorial cohesion of the EU.

• For the 2021-2027 period, the Cohesion Fund concerns Bulgaria, Czechia, Estonia, Greece, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia.

• In the 2021-2027 programming period it provides support to:
- Investment in the environment, including areas related to sustainable development and energy that present 
environmental benefits;
- Trans-European networks in the area of transport infrastructure (TEN-T);
- Technical assistance.
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Cohesion Fund: Budget and financial rules

• During 2021-2027, the EU will allocate €42.6 billion to the Cohesion Fund (in 2018 prices), including €10 
billion to the Connecting Europe Facility, an EU funding program to support the development of pan-
European infrastructure in areas such as such as transport, energy and digital services. 

• The rate of co-financing can reach up to 85% of the project value. 
• 37 % of the Cohesion Fund’s total financial allocations are expected to contribute to EU climate objectives.

• Example: Estonia M952€; Romenia M4094€; Bulgaria M1497€ - beneficiaries all together 15 MS

• The cohesion policy sets out a list of activities that cannot be supported by the Cohesion Fund in the 2021-
2027 period. It includes the decommissioning or the construction of nuclear power stations, airport 
infrastructure (except in the outermost regions) and some waste management operations (e.g. landfill). In 
addition, the Cohesion Fund is not allowed to support investment in housing unless related to the 
promotion of energy efficiency or renewable energy use.
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The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+)

• The ESF+ brings together four funding instruments that were separate in the programming period 
2014-20: the European Social Fund (ESF), the Fund for European Aid to the most Deprived (FEAD) the 
Youth Employment Initiative and the European Programme for Employment and Social Innovation 
(EaSI).

• ESF+ is the European Union (EU)’s main instrument for investing in people (employment, social, 
education and skills policies, including structural reforms in these areas)  and supporting the 
implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights. 

• The Fund will also be one of the cornerstones of EU socio-economic recovery from the coronavirus 
pandemic. The pandemic has reversed gains in labour participation, challenged educational and health 
systems and increased inequalities. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights_en
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The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+): Budget

• Budget €142.7 billion for the period 2021-2027

Funding takes place through:
• The shared management strand - implemented by Member States in partnership with the Commission. These 

resources have a budget of €142 billion for the programming period 2021-27 (of which €95.1 billion from the EU 
budget).

• The Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI) Strand - implemented by the Commission with a budget of close to 
€762 million for 2021-2027.

https://ec.europa.eu/european-social-fund-plus/en/shared-management
https://ec.europa.eu/european-social-fund-plus/en/esf-direct
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Just Transition Fund

• The Just Transition Fund is a financial instrument within the Cohesion Policy, which seeks to provide support 
to territories facing serious socio-economic challenges arising from the transition towards climate 
neutrality. 

• The Just Transition Fund will facilitate the implementation of the European Green Deal, which aims to make 
the EU climate-neutral by 2050.

• The mechanism consists of three pillars:
- The Just Transition Fund;
- A dedicated scheme under the InvestEU programme;
- A public sector loan facility provided by the European Investment Bank to mobilise additional 
investments in the regions concerned.
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Just Transition Fund: Budget

• JTF provides support to all Member States. The allocation criteria are based on industrial emissions in regions 
with high carbon intensities, employment in industry and in coal and lignite mining, production of peat and oil 
shale, and the level of economic development. 
• Member States that have not yet committed to implementing the objective of achieving climate neutrality 

by 2050 will only be awarded 50% of their planned allocation. 
• The level of EU co-financing of projects is set according to the category of region in which these projects are 

located. 
• For less developed regions, it is set at a maximum of 85%, for transition regions 70% and for more developed 

regions 50%.
• The Just Transition Fund has an overall budget of EUR 17.5 billion for 2021 to 2027. EUR 7.5 billion is financed 

under the multiannual financial framework and an additional EUR 10 billion is financed under NextGenerationEU
(temporary recovery instrument to support Europe’s economic recovery from the coronavirus pandemic).

• Member States can complement their Just Transition Fund allocation with the resources allocated under the 
European Regional Development Fund and the European Social Fund Plus.
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NextGeneration EU

• Next Generation EU (NGEU) is a European Commission economic recovery package to support the EU 
member states to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic

• Focusing on six key areas:
1. Boost the green transition through the promotion of renewable energies, sustainable mobility and more
2. Accelerate digital transformation through greater digitisation of public services and the wider economy
3. Reinforce social infrastructure and services, while reducing territorial disparities
4. Enhancing access to advanced education and training in skills relevant to the future economy
5. Support inclusive growth, research and development, and innovation for all
6. Ensure modern, efficient and accessible healthcare services.

• REACT-EU (Recovery Assistance for Cohesion and the Territories of Europe) will be one of the largest 
programmes under Next Generation EU amounting to EUR 50.6 billion.
• No national co-financing is required for this funding. That means that the EU will provide 100% 

support if Member States so wish.

Budget: € 806.9 trillion
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Estonia: Overview of the implementation of the period 2014-
2020

Projects by field Budget by Field. Total
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Estonia: Projects supported in the 2014+ period

Education: Actions

• Organizing the school network

• Development of educational support services and 
ensuring availability

• ICT program

• Development and introduction of modern and 
innovative educational materials

• Development of competences of the adult population

• Supporting the professional development of teachers, 
leaders of educational institutions and youth workers

• Linking learning to the needs of the labor market

Research:Actions

• Increasing the international competitiveness of 
Estonian R&D and participation in pan-European 
research initiatives (centers of excellence, popularization of science, 

mobility, infrastructure (buildings, research infrastructure)

• Increasing the local socio-economic impact of the R&D 
system and smart specialization for the development of 
growth areas (ICT + health + resources) (RITA: 20 large-scale 
strategic implementation studies, 136 policy-making studies or analyzes were 
carried out, and the work of 15 research advisors and 15 development advisors 
was supported; NUTIKAS: to contribute to the growth of the knowledge intensity 
of the Estonian economy by supporting the cooperation of research institutions 
and companies in the growth areas of smart specialization; on the other hand, 
to help increase the capacity of research institutions to carry out applied 
research and product development projects necessary for business).
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Example: The budget of the RDI of the Ministry of Education and Research 
and its main components 2016-2024

Budgets (€M) Share weight

29% 29% 27% 24% 24% 23% 24% 25% 26%

11% 12% 18% 23% 24% 23% 24% 25% 26%

48% 47% 42%
44% 40%

33% 26% 20%
10%

12% 12% 14% 10% 11%
22%

26% 30%
37%

2 0 1 6 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 8 2 0 1 9 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2 2 0 2 3 2 0 2 4

Grants Baseline funding External funding Other funding instruments

37,9 39,4 40,2 40,6 42,7 46,3 52,3 55,3 59,3

13,9 16,9
26,9

39,1 42,5 46,3
52,3 55,3

59,363,6 63,4
62,7

74,9 70,4 66,4
57,9 43,8 23,5

16,4 16,2
21,2

16,4 19,4

43,7
56,2 66,2 81,9

2 0 1 6 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 8 2 0 1 9 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2 2 0 2 3 2 0 2 4

Grants Baseline funding External funding Other funding instruments
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Interreg: European Territorial Co-
operation
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Interreg: European Territorial Co-operation
https://interreg.eu/

• European territorial cooperation (ETC) is the 
goal of cohesion policy that aims to solve 
problems across borders and to jointly 
develop the potential of diverse territories. 

• Cooperation actions are supported by the 
European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) through three key components: 
cross-border cooperation, transnational 
cooperation and interregional cooperation.

https://interreg.eu/about-interreg/

https://interreg.eu/
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Interreg 2 new specific objectives (ISO)

1. A better Cooperation governance
• To enhance the institutional capacity of public administrations,
• To resolve legal and administrative obstacles in border regions,
• To promote sustainable democracy,
• To strengthen mutual trust among citizens.

2. A safer and more secure Europe
• border crossing management, 
• mobility and migration management, 
• protection and economic and social integration of third-country nationals,
• to support employment and labour market measures such as 

• improving access to employment, 
• encouraging life-long learning, 
• promoting gender balance and 
• fostering equal opportunities.
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European Territorial Cooperation (Interreg) is organised under multiple strands:

• Interreg A supports cooperation between NUTS (nomenclature of 
territorial units for statistics) 3 regions from at least two different 
Member States lying directly on the borders or adjacent to them;

• Interreg B allows for cooperation over larger transnational 
territories or around sea basins and involves national, regional and 
local programme partners in Member States, but, in some 
programmes, also in non-EU countries, Enlargement and 
Neighbourhood partner countries;

• Interreg C works at pan-European level, covering all EU Member 
States and partner states. On December 2023, the programme
expands to Ukraine and to Moldova, with an additional allocation of 
EUR 5 million. Thematic scope: innovation, climate resilience, 
mobility, social issues and local development, not only with their 
counterparts across the EU but also with the five other new 
members: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia and Serbia.

• Interreg D, Cooperation in the outermost regions (Amazonia “Plateau 
des Guyanes”, Caribbean Space, Middle Atlantic / Gulf of Guinea, 
Indian Ocean (from Australia to India and the Eastern coast of 
Africa), Mozambique Channel). Combined funding through the ERDF 
and the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation 
Instrument
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European territorial cooperation budget

Total budget €8 billion:
- 72.2% (€5.8 billion) for land and maritime cross-border cooperation;
- 18.2% (€1.47 billion) for transnational cooperation;
- 6.1% (€490M) for interregional cooperation;
- 3.5% (€281M) for outermost regions’ cooperation.
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Interreg for Ukraine
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Interreg Strand A : Cross Border Cooperation
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/cross-border_en

• 73 cross-border Co-operation programmes to boost cooperation actions across borders between 
neighbouring regions and countries. 
• 49 internal programmes, 
• 24 external (10 IPA and 14 NEXT) and the PEACE + programme

• Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) For the period 2021-2027, the IPA III 
budgetary envelope is €14.162 billion. The current beneficiaries are: Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, and Turkey

• Interreg NEXT cooperation programmes for the period 2021-2027 have an allocation 
of EUR 1.1 billion from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the 
Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) and the 
Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA).

• PEACEPLUS is a cross-border funding Programme supported by the European Union, the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Government 
of Ireland, and the Northern Ireland administration.

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/cross-border_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance/albania-financial-assistance-under-ipa_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance/bosnia-and-herzegovina-financial-assistance-under-ipa_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance/kosovo-financial-assistance-under-ipa_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance/montenegro-financial-assistance-under-ipa_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance/north-macedonia-financial-assistance-under-ipa_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance/serbia-financial-assistance-under-ipa_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance/turkiye-financial-assistance-under-ipa_en
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(Interreg VI-A) NEXT Poland Ukraine
https://pl-ua.eu/en

- The general EU restrictions on cooperation in 
regions that are illegally annexed by Russia 
are also applicable to the Interreg
programmes.) 

- Following the Russian military aggression 
against Ukraine and in line with the EU 
restrictive measures, the Commission is 
suspending the cooperation with Russia 
and Belarus in the ENI CBC and their 
participation in programming of the 2021-
2027 Interreg NEXT programmes

- 6 main priorities: ENVIRONMENT, 
HEALTH, TOURISM, COOPERATION, 
BORDERS, ACCESSIBILITY using strategic 
large infrastructure projects, regular 
projects and small project funds.
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(Interreg VI-A) NEXT Hungary 
Slovakia Romania Ukraine
https://huskroua-cbc.eu/

3 priorities:

1. A resilient and green border region
• Climate change adaptation, risk prevention

• Biodiversity and reduced pollution

2. A healthy and attractive border region
• Equal access to health care

• Culture and tourism

3. A cooperating border region
• Harmonious neighbourly relations through cooperation

• A safer and more secure Europe

https://huskroua-cbc.eu/
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(Interreg VI-A) NEXT Romania 
Ukraine
https://www.ro-ua.net/en/

3 priorities:

1. Environmental focus across borders
• Climate change and disaster risk 

prevention

• Biodiversity

2. Social Development Across Borders
• Education

• Healthcare

• Culture

3. Border Cooperation
• Safer and more secure borders

Cofinancing rate 90%

Total budget: €68 M

https://www.ro-ua.net/en/funding/priorities/priority-1#priority1-climate-change
https://www.ro-ua.net/en/funding/priorities/priority-1#priority1-biodiversity
https://www.ro-ua.net/en/funding/priorities/priority-2#priority2-education
https://www.ro-ua.net/en/funding/priorities/priority-2#priority2-healthcare
https://www.ro-ua.net/en/funding/priorities/priority-2#priority2-culture-tourism
https://www.ro-ua.net/en/funding/priorities/priority-3#priority2-safe-secure-borders
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(Interreg VI-B) NEXT Black Sea 
Basin
https://www.blacksea-cbc.net/

4 priorities:

1. Blue and Smart Region
• Developing and enhancing research and innovation capacities 

and the uptake of advanced technologies

2. Clean and Green Region
• Promoting climate change adaptation, and disaster risk 

prevention, resilience, taking into account ecosystem based 
approaches 

3. Clean and Green Region
• Enhancing protection and preservation of nature, biodiversity, 

and green infrastructure, including in urban areas, and reducing 
all forms of pollution.

4. Competent and Resilient Region
• Build up mutual trust, in particular by encouraging people-to-

people actions
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(Interreg VI-B) Danube
https://interreg-danube.eu/

4 priorities:

1. A more competitive and smarter Danube Region
• Enhancing innovation and technology transfer

• Development of skills for advancing smart specialisation
strategies, industrial transformation and transition towards 
industry 4.0, including cross-sectorial collaboration

2. A greener, low-carbon Danube Region
• Support greening the energy and transport sectors 

• Promoting climate change adaptation capacities 

• Sustainable, integrated, transnational water and sediment 
management 

• Protecting and preserving the biodiversity in ecological 
corridors and eco-regions

3. A more social Danube Region
• Accessible, inclusive and effective labour markets

• Accessible and inclusive quality services in education, training and 
lifelong learning

• Socio-economic development through heritage, culture and tourism

4. A better cooperation governance

https://interreg-danube.eu/
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Interreg C

• The interregional cooperation strand aims at boosting the effectiveness of cohesion policy by promoting exchange of 
experiences, innovative approaches and capacity building between regions. On December 2023, the programme expanded to 
Ukraine and to Moldova, with an additional allocation of EUR 5 million. Thematic scope: innovation, climate resilience, mobility, 
social issues and local development, not only with their counterparts across the EU but also with the five other new members: 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia.

• For the period 2021-2027, four interregional cooperation programmes will continue:
• Interreg Europe - 32 projects are open to new countries. https://www.interregeurope.eu/search-approved-projects
• Interact - https://www.interact-eu.net/ supports Interreg progammes and other cooperation actors in the 2021-2027 

funding period. In the traditional sense, projects are not supported within this framework, instead the program organizes 
seminars, trainings and other events related to the field of European territorial cooperation for the involved parties.

• URBACT (https://urbact.eu/) proposes capacity-building activities and tools for city representatives and urban 
professionals.

• ESPON (https://www.espon.eu/) - the goal is to carry out regionally oriented research and analysis that helps to improve 
the effectiveness of the EU's regional policy, improve knowledge of the territorial integrity of Europe and support planning 
cooperation between member states. The program also supports the emergence and development of cooperation networks 
of researchers dealing with spatial planning and regional development at the European level.

https://www.interregeurope.eu/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/search-approved-projects
https://www.interact-eu.net/
https://www.interact-eu.net/
https://urbact.eu/
https://urbact.eu/
https://www.espon.eu/
https://www.espon.eu/
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Bringing Interreg Europe projects together 
with seven EU candidate countries
https://www.interregeurope.eu/news-and-
events/events/bringing-interreg-europe-projects-together-with-
seven-eu-candidate-countries

The campaign will run from 15 January to 7 June 
2024
The aims of the campaign
- To match Interreg Europe approved projects with 
organisations from the EU candidate countries so that 
they can add new partners to their project partnership
- Encourage organisations from EU candidate 

countries eligible to participate in Interreg Europe 
projects to network, share their interest in topics, 
and form partnerships for upcoming project calls

- Registration: 
https://www.interregeurope.eu/user/login?destina
tion=/news-and-events/events/bringing-interreg-
europe-projects-together-with-seven-eu-
candidate-countries

https://www.interregeurope.eu/user/login?destination=/news-and-events/events/bringing-interreg-europe-projects-together-with-seven-eu-candidate-countries


Examples from previous period
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https://keep.eu/

Ukraine:

Period 2000-2024
1041 parnerships
175 Lead Partnerships
712 Projects

Lutsk National Technical Un-ty

‘Vasyl Stefanyk’ Precarpathian National University of Ivano Frankivsk
Stepan Gzhytskyi National Un-ty of Veterinary Medicine and Biotechnologies

Ukrainian Catholic Un-ty

Ivano-Frankivsk Technical Un-ty of Oil and Gas
Uzhhorod National Un-ty
Ivano-Frankivsk Technical Un-ty of Oil and Gas
Uzhhorod National Un-ty

Odessa National Un-ty of Technology (2 projects)
Odessa Polytechnic National Un-ty. Dep of Marketing and Innovative Policy

Odessa National I. I. Mechnikov Un-ty. Regional Centre for Integrated Monitoring and Ecological 
Studies
Odessa National Maritime Un-ty

Ivano-Frankivsk Technical Un-ty of Oil and Gas
‘Vasyl Stefanyk’ Precarpathian National University of Ivano Frankivsk

Period 2014-2020:
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Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University
Youth discussion club – Carpathian dialogue “Remembering the past – building the 

future together”
https://projects.pnu.edu.ua/en/slajder//
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FriendlyBorders - Cooperation of Universities supporting the development 
of security and crisis management of the Lublin and Lutsk transborder
regions 
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Adaptation of former observatory on the Pip Ivan mountain to the needs 
of alpine rescue service training center

https://projects.pnu.edu.ua/en/cbc-poland-belarus-ukraine/pimrec/
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home



All webinar materials held during 2022-2024 are available at: 
https://www.harno.ee/asutus-uudised-ja-kontakt/rahvusvaheline-
koostoo/rahvusvaheline-koostoo-ja-haridusturundus#tee-tipptasemele-to

Ülle Must (ulle.must@harno.ee)

https://www.harno.ee/asutus-uudised-ja-kontakt/rahvusvaheline-koostoo/rahvusvaheline-koostoo-ja-haridusturundus#tee-tipptasemele-to

