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MAIN FUNDING 
INSTRUMENT



MAIN FUNDING 
INSTRUMENT

Personal research grants – funding high-quality R&D 

projects carried out by a person or a research group 

working at an R&D institution.

Three categories:

•Postdoctoral grant

•Starting grant

•Team grant
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EVALUATION



EVALUATION

• Based on the evaluation guidelines.

• Application is reviewed by at least three independent 

experts.

• At least two experts, incl. the rapporteur, are the 

members of the Expert Panel.

• The rapporteur will prepare the preliminary final 

evaluation.

• All applications are discussed at the expert panel

meeting.

• Final evaluation will be made available to the
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CRITERIA

• Scientific justification for the research project 

• Feasibility of the research project

• Competence of the applicant

• Strength and potential of the research team (only team

grant)

• Importance and potential impact of the research 

project

Final score is based on the ratings given to the

individual criteria. Illustration by Taavi Lehto; DALL·E 2–OpenAI (Teadusrikas Eesti

Grandiprojektide tulemuste kogumik 2022)
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EVALUATION COMMITTEE

High-level expert group composed of Estonian 

researchers.

Responsible for the high-quality evaluation of the

applications.

Their tasks include:

Compiling the expert panels;

Taking part in the expert panel meetings;

Leading the hearing process along with the

experts;

Confirming the ranking lists;

Making proposals to approve and not approve
Photo NASA GIBS (Toll et al. 2019/Nature
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EXPERT PANELS

• Applications are evaluated by international Expert 

Panels Members – top researchers (experts in their 

field), who have experience with evaluation in Expert 

Panels (if possible).

• Through the scientific profiles the broadest possible 

representation of specialties and research directions 

within the field(s) are ensured.

• In 2024 – 17 panels, 173 researchers from 24

countries.

• Postdoctoral grant applications are evaluated by a 

separate Estonian expert panel. Illustration by Juha Matti Linnanto (Teadusrikas Eesti

Grandiprojektide tulemuste kogumik 2022)
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ETHICS & DATA
Applications that have received a funding proposal or 

have been assigned into the waiting list shall be 

forwarded to be evaluated by the Expert Panel on 

Research Ethics and Data Management.

The panel:

• gives an evaluation on research ethics and 

research data management;

• makes suggestions for organising the activities 

of the project;

• May submit proposals to the Evaluation Committee 

to prescribe certain conditions.
Illustration: Wikimedia Commons, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ebstorfer



THANK YOU!


