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Purpose of scholarships

Scholarship for degree studies abroad

- increase the international experience at a high level
among qualified specialists and academic 
employees in the Estonian public and private sector, 
higher education institutions and in a research and 
development institution.

- to support doctoral studies at a foreign university. 
Master's studies are supported in the curricula of 
foreign higher education institutions only in fields 
that cannot be studied in Estonia or in which the 
level of teaching and research in the foreign higher 
education institution is higher compared to Estonian 
higher education institutions.

Scholarship for short study visits
- internationalization of doctoral students and 

medical residents of Estonian higher education 
institutions

- increasing cooperation for participation in 
international research projects, diversification of 
study paths, to increase the quality of research and 
to increase the capacity of international 
communication. 

- supports up to 30 days of study- and research-
related work in a foreign country at an international 
conference, seminar, course, internship or other 
professional activity in an active way participation. 



Evaluation of applications

Scholarship for degree studies abroad

- Evaluation and ranking takes place in two stages: 

- evaluation of applications recognized as meeting the requirements in accordance 
with paragraph 4 and Appendix 1 of this Regulation to evaluation criteria; 

- interview round. 

- Applications are evaluated by at least 2 evaluators. The overall grade given 
during the evaluation of the applications is formed from the weighted average 
based on the scores of the evaluation criteria. Based on the aggregate marks of 
the evaluators, a joint ranking of doctoral and master's scholarship applications 
is formed.

- In the second stage of application evaluation, applicants are evaluated by the 
Scholarship Council. 

- The interviews will be evaluated motivation of the applicant according to his 
study plans and later application in the Estonian labor market, preparation of 
the application authenticity and willingness to fulfill the work obligation, and a 
consensus ranking of applicants is formed, including taking into account the 
diverse representation of disciplines. 

- In order to evaluate scholarship applications and conduct interviews, the 
HARNO forms a scholarship council, including involving experts if necessary, 
and approves its working procedure.

Scholarship for short study visits

- The evaluation of scholarship applications begins with 
the verification of the accepted scholarship application 
and the applicant's compliance with the requirements 
and documents.

- At least two evaluators evaluate the applications that 
are deemed to meet the requirements.- In order to 
evaluate scholarship applications, HARNO forms an 
evaluation committee, if necessary, and approves its 
working procedure, involving experts if necessary.

- Based on the aggregate scores of the evaluators, a ranking of 
all applicants is formed.

- In the case of applications with an equal total score, applicants 
are prioritized in the following order:

a) an applicant whose application received a higher grade on the basis of the 
evaluation criterion specified in point 1 of paragraph 3 (thoughtfulness) of the 
application;

b) an applicant whose application received a higher grade on the basis of the 
evaluation criteria specified in point 2 of paragraph 3 (the effect on the 
applicant's study and research work);

c) a representative of the field of study who is less represented in the ranking; 

d) a representative of a higher education institution that is less represented in 
the ranking; 

e) an applicant whose requested support amount is smaller.



Evaluation criteria (1)

Scholarship for degree studies abroad

• The level of study and research work of the foreign 
university, share of 25% of the overall grade

• The level of study and research work of the foreign higher education 
institution specified in the application in the field chosen by the 
applicant is evaluated, based on the information and sources 
provided by the applicant and the expert evaluator's own experience, 
and domain knowledge.

• Reasoning and advantages of choosing a foreign higher 
education institution over studying in Estonia and, in the case of 
master's studies, the possibility of studying the chosen specialty 
in Estonia, share of 25% of the total grade

• The validity of the choice of a foreign higher education institution is assessed, 
based on the applicant's research direction, taking into account the specific 
features of the foreign higher education institution's curriculum or specific 
lecturers. Master's studies are supported in the curricula of foreign higher 
education institutions only in fields that cannot be studied in Estonia or in which 
the level of teaching and research in foreign higher education institutions is 
higher compared to Estonian higher education institutions.

Scholarship for short study visits

• Consideration of the study mobility, share of 45% of the total 
grade

• The thoughtfulness of the applicant's studymobility is evaluated on 
the basis of the action plan, taking into account the entire mobility, 
including one specific activity/event (e.g. performance). To this end, 
the applicant must show familiarity with the entire event 
(background of the event, size, areas involved, etc.; if possible, the 
applicant can also submit the program, speakers, contacts of 
interest, etc., but since not every applicant is able to submit them at 
the time of submitting the application, this is not mandatory).

• The effect of study migration on the applicant's study 
and research work, share of 45% of the total grade

• The impact of the study migration presented in the application on 
the professional or academic activities of the applicant is evaluated, 
also taking into account the event taking place within the framework 
of a specific study migration (in the case of participation in a 
conference, seminar, course, etc.) or the host institution (in the case 
of an internship, independent research, etc.)quality and suitability to 
the applicant's research field.



Evaluation criteria (2)

Scholarship for degree studies abroad

• Applicability of the acquired specialty in Estonia, share of 25% of 
the total grade

• The applicability of the applicant's chosen specialty on the Estonian labor market 
is assessed, primarily consideration is given to working in a position 
corresponding to the specialty and qualification, as well as the possibility of 
expanding the competence acquired through foreign studies to other related 
fields

• Consideration of study plans, share of 25% of the total grade
• The thoughtfulness and justification of the applicant's motives for going to study 

at a foreign higher education institution are evaluated, taking into account 
professional goals.

Scholarship for short study visits

• The wider impact of study migration on a higher education 
institution or research institution, share of 10% of the total 
grade

• The wider impact of the study migration for the higher education institution or 
research institution to which it is connected is assessed, taking into account the 
plans for follow-up activities presented in the application and possible 
international cooperation opportunities.


